October 3-10, 2010 Nuclear Decommissioning Study Tour
By Elena Nicklasson, Center for Safe Energy
Background:

During August 16-21, 2009, Oleg Bodrov and Gennady Shabarin of Green World NGO from Saint Petersburg and Sosnovy Bor together with Elena Ilina Nicklasson and Enid Schreibman of the Center for Safe Energy (Berkeley, CA) visited Maine for the first in its kind Nuclear Decommissioning Study Tour. The tour was organized by Ray Shadis and Friends of the Coast (Damariscota, Maine). The main goal of the tour was to study the experience of Maine Yankee decommissioning from the point of view of all participants of the process. Oleg and Gennady interviewed local people, activists, representatives of Maine Yankee, government and administrative officials and produced a short documentary based on the knowledge they received from the interviews. 

This year, the group of 6 Russian and 2 Norwegian delegates comes to Vermont with the help of the two representatives of the Center for Safe Energy and with amazing support of the New England Coalition to explore the decommissioning experience, challenges and successes in New England. 

Problem: 

In Russia, there are four nuclear reactors that exceeded their 30 years operation limit in the Baltic Region, these reactors are Chernobyl type reactors, and if there is an incident, the entire region may encounter irreversible environmental catastrophe. There are no established common decommissioning practices in the world, and only few nuclear power plants were safely cleaned up and radioactive spent fuel was stored on the site (Germany, US, and Latvia on the way).

Russia and US have the oldest nuclear reactors that require clean up, there are significant environmental and security issues involved, and the local community relies on NPPs for electricity and employment. 
Goals:

The study tour will bring together representatives of government, nuclear industry and NGOs from Russia as well as environmentalists from Norway to learn, share and discuss decommissioning, best practices and its challenges. Not only will this tour help learn best practices of decommission, but could help build bridges between various sectors of society in the United States and Russia.
It is essential to highlight that the tour participants want to learn about all sides of the process, to see how the technical part of decommissioning goes along with the processes in the community, including economic challenges, environmental expectations and communication between the local activists, media, politicians and the common people.
The tour participants and coordinators are grateful for the support provided by the New England Coalition. 
