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New England Coalition filed a motion late this past Friday to reopen the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s Atomic Safety and Licensing Board hearing on Entergy Vermont Yankee’s and for the admission of new contentions; together with the supporting affidavit of 40-year nuclear industry veteran, electrical engineer Paul Blanch of West Hartford.

 

Proposed New Contention.  Applicant has not demonstrated adequate aging management review and/or time-limited aging analysis nor does the applicant have in place an adequate aging management program to address the effects of moist or wet environments on buried, below grade, underground, or hard-to-access safety-related electrical cables, thus the applicant does not comply with NRC regulation (10 CFR §54.21 (a) and guidance and/or provide adequate assurance of protection of public health and safety (54.29(a).

 

In response to NEC’s July 23, 2009 Petition for Review of the Licensing Board’s Full Initial Decision  , the Commission remanded the case on July 8, 2010 to the Board for the purpose of allowing the New England Coalition, Inc. (NEC) and the Department of Public Services of the State of Vermont (Vermont) the opportunity to submit a revised Contention 2.1 The Commission added that the proceeding will remain open during the pendency of the remand and that “NEC and Vermont are free to submit a motion to reopen the record pursuant to 10 C.F.R. §2.326, should they seek to address any genuinely new issues related to the license renewal application that previously could not have been raised.” …
 
Vermont DPS has elected not to pursue the matter, but NEC, reacting to a series of revelations, that began with a May10,2010 NRC Inspection Report detailing flooded or submerged safety-related electrical cables at Entergy Vermont Yankee, filed a new contention, essentially asking the ASLB to review that portion of Entergy VY’s License Renewal Application that deals with how the company proposes to manage aging and deterioration of buried, below-grade, underground, or hard to access safety-related cables.”

 

“Entergy’s plan”, said NEC nuclear issues consultant, Raymond Shadis, “ does nothing to prevent wetting or submergence of safety-related electrical cables that are rated for dry service only. Their only strategy is to look into manholes once in awhile and pump water out if they are flooded. This almost the equivalent of standing in the bathtub with a toaster and saying you pull the drain plug if the water gets too deep.” 

 

Quoting NRC regulation, Paul Blanch wrote the electrical cables affected could be “…those relied upon to remain functional during and following design-basis events [accidents] to ensure the following functions-- the integrity of the reactor coolant pressure boundary; the capability to shut down the reactor and maintain it in a safe shutdown condition; or the capability to prevent or mitigate the consequences of accidents which could result in potential offsite [radiation] exposures …”
 

NEC turned down the NRC proffered opportunity to file a revised contention 2, one to do with predicting metal fatigue rates in critical reactor components for 20 years of extended operation. “ In truth,” said Shadis, “ Our view is that Entergy and the NRC reinvented basic physics and earlier NRC decisions based on their contrived analyses left us nothing to work with.”

 

Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee (ENVY) filed its application for license renewal on Jan25, 2006. NRC published Notice of an Opportunity for a Hearing on March 27, 2006. NEC filed Petition for Leave to Intervene May 26, 2006. A Partial Initial Order was entered on November 24, 2008. A Final Partial Order was issued on July 8, 2009 and NEC promptly appealed to the Commission. A Commission Order for Remand was entered on July 8, 2010 NEC filed its new contention on August 20.2010. Entergy and NRC Staff now have 25 days to Respond; and then NEC will have 7 days to Answer. The ASLB will then have 45 days to decide if it is going to allow NEC’s new contention. NEC will then have 7 days to file a Petition for Commission Review if NEC’s New Contention is turned down by the ASLB.

 

“ Its now some 55 months since Entergy filed its application. The process has bee painful and expensive for everyone,” Shadis said. “ and we sympathize, but at no time did Entergy ever offer to meet and see if we could settle any of these issues.”

 

The Commission Remand Order and NEC’s Motion [for] New Contention may be found on the NEC website:

 

 

LINK TO DOCUMENTS:

http://www.necnp.org/files/docs/2010-08-20_NEC_MOTION_2_REOPEN.doc
 
http://www.necnp.org/files/docs/201005_Blanch_declaration_VY_Submerged_cables_(2).doc
 
Memo and Order http://www.necnp.org/files/docs/2010-17cli.pdf
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